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you're not here to sabotage us.

And I want to thank Michelle Anderson for
bringing -- as Chairperson of the water Committee
for the County Council. I realize that you guys
have the State Department of Health. You questioned
the water quality with them. So did our Mayor. And
you addressed that. And now is the time for us to
bring it down to the level of funding. Because as
Councilmember Anderson so eloquently stated,
without -- as we say in old aloha Hawaii, (spoke in
Hawaiian). We no more money, we no work.

So that's what it boils down to. And I think
really it is so difficult. And I say this not only
as a native of the territory of Hawaii, of which I
was born into, but I say this as a citizen of Kihei
community with many newcomers there, and we suffer
our own problems. Then I go to Paukukalo where I
was raised and I see them suffering with theirs.

And then I go to vigit my Uncle Manu and my Aunty
(inaudible) in Iao Valley where I was born, and I
gsee the land around them being sold and their water
being cut off, the very water that we grew coffee
beans with.

I remember growing up as a little girl. We'd

get up in the morning and we'd pick the coco beans,
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1 and my Uncle Manu would roast them and we'd squash

2 them and we'd make our own coffee. And this is the
3 way we were raised. And to all of you on the

4 Council, I see some of you smiling because I know

5 you love this life as well, and I do know that your
6 hearts go out.

7 Mr. Tengan, you are an individual who is

8 given a task with as well limited resources and

9 infinite, infinite needs. And I want to tell you as
10 a citizen of Maui County that I appreciate what you
11 do. I appreciate the fact that our government cared
12 enough to take the time away from your families to
13 come before this community before us, us nobody's.
14 At least -- they're somebodies. I'm just a nobody.
15 I'm just a Portagee girl born in Iao Valley, raised
16 in Paukukalo, but -- and I really appreciate --

17 because you know what, when I was a little girl,

18 there is no way that my legislators would come

19 before my grandparents, my great grandparents, or
20 even my father.

21 MR. RAATZ: Three minutes.

22 MS. SOUZA-AMARAL: But in closing, I'd like to say, my

23 Council Members, George, and the Administration, and
24 to the people of Maui County, especially the
25 legislators, what I hear ig fear, fear of being
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unknown. And I know you'll agree with me when I say
we cannot under no circumstances, as much as I love
you all and as much as I know your frustration of
having to do what you need to, we cannot use our
citizens as guinea pigs. We cannot. I love you
all. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Zandra.

Is Maria Chang here or has she left? I think
she's left. Okay, following Zandra is Heather
Riley, and David Hoopai is our last testifier.

MS. RILEY: Hello, good evening. Can you tell me please
before I start who is Robert Parsons? Is he here
tonight?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (Inaudible) .

MS. RILEY: Really? Interesting. I received an email
today -- I'm not sure if any of you are aware of
it -- by Robert Parsons, who I've learned is the
Environmental Coordinator on the County Council.
And he started by asking me just one question. And
being a member of the County Council --

MS. RILEY: It says here -- okay, let's see how he signed
this.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Rob Parsons is the --

MS. RILEY: Rob Parsons, and then he puts Environmental

Coordinator, County of Maui. So --
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CHAIR ANDERSON: He's part of the Administration, which is
another branch of the government. We're
legislative.

MS. RILEY: Okay.

CHATR ANDERSON: So he -- he assists us at times with
testimony, but he works for the Administration.

MS. RILEY: Really? That's very interesting. Well, thank
vou for clarifying that. I haven't met Rob myself,
and I just thought it was interesting the question
that he asked me, only one question. And I really
hope that all of you will ask far more guestions
when you're really looking at this and really see
the important questions.

The question he asked me was, Aloha, Heather.
One question. Who paid for the ad? I hope to be at
the meeting. Mahalo, Rob Parsons.

Now, the ad he is talking about is a poster
many of you may have seen. It's been up at Mana,
all the registers have it. It's been a mail out,
and there's a logo on it. And on the poster it has
interesting information. I'm not sure if Rob was
able to take the time to read the poster for the
fine print, or if any of you have, but when you see
it, I welcome you to read it. And basically what I

found interesting is Rob had asked me this one
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question. And so I'd like to read you how I
replied. And I said -- because it gseemed to me
that -- strange that I was getting an email from
this. And before I even opened my email, I got a
second email.

Aloha, Heather. I'm still interested in
hearing who paid for the ads to bring people to
tonight's meeting in Paia? If you can share that
with me, that would be good.

So I wondered. And I want to read you
exactly what I wrote. None of these emails, by the
way, have any little extra part at the bottom saying
this is confidential. And I did ask Rob if he would
object to me printing out this email and sharing it
with the citizens here of Maui and Paia, and he
didn't object in the writing. And he's still got
the question. He wanted to know who paid for the
ad.

And so what I said is, Dear Rob Parsons, I'm
not sure if I understand the question. Are you
interested in protecting the quality of water for
Maui County or are you merely curious who paid for
the advertising campaign to protect the quality and
purity of our water?

Now, before I read you what Rob responded,
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1'd like to make a very strong point. That if we
only look at cost, cost in dollars of things, and
ignored the quality of life, the quality of the
water source, we're really missing the point. I
urge you to re-examine the synchronicity of these
chemicals that are unknown. The chemical in
particular, EDB, that has not been found to my
knowledge in any other wells, not even Oahu,
combined with DBRCP, and the nitrates, et cetera, et
cetera, as far as I know there's been very little
regsearch and -- but we do know that these

chemicals -- we're not sure of the synchronization
of them or EDB on its own, what it will do, but we
know that just DBCP alone causes cancer, blue baby
syndrome, mutations, (inaudible) toxicity, kidney
damage, and we don't even know what else. Even in
small -- even after filtering, even if there's tiny
amounts of this in the water, water holds memory,
and in that water is our life support system. It is
the quality of life.

Now, I'd like to share with you what was then
responded by Rob Parsons to my email inquiring to
him, as I will read to you again, I'm not sure if T
understand the question. Are you merely interested

in finding out who paid for this advertising
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campaign or protecting the guality and purity of our
water? At that time I wasn't aware that he was --
as you had mentioned, part of the County, but I
understand he -- I did converse with him and he is
really part of this project, being the Environmental
Coordinator. So perhaps in your discussions, you
can bring this up to him.

As he said, Aloha, Heather. In my
professional capacity and as a 20-year Maui resident
I am interested in all measures of environmental
protection, conservation, and restoration. While
water quality standards are not specifically on my
project list due to jurisdiction by other agencies
and departments, and also due to a broad array of
environmental concerns, such as office limitations,
no staff, they are nonetheless a concern.
Additionally, I have been a North Shore resident for
many years, but currently living in South Maui. So
I have some background knowledge of the water system
and the past controversies and lawsuits.

I don't believe we've met. So I knew nothing
of your interest or knowledge on the topic of
tonight's agenda. I thought it interesting he
didn't know anything about what was the topic of

tonight's agenda. And my curiosity was raised by
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the skull and cross bones label on the graphics and
the lack of credit given to any individual or group
who may have paid for the ad. Is there something to
hide? He asks. Have we met before? Your name

rings a bell.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Heather, you need to conclude.

RILEY: Yeah, I thought this was an important email,

that I was asked over and over again the same
question of something very simple but really has
nothing to do with this, of who paid for the ad.
Aand I'd like to ask you that you look at this issue
more than the cost and to look at the quality of
life. And we find this unacceptable that you're
even considering using this well and we will
continue to pursue everything we can to make sure

this doesn't happen. Thank you.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Heather.

David Hoopai, followed by Peter Capriotti.

MR. HOOPAI: Good evening. Yes, my name is David K.

Hoopai, visiting (inaudible) Na Wai “Eha. I'm just
listening to all these people here, just
unbelievable what's being said. And you guys all
live here, while most of you guys have been born and
raised here. And, yes, I'm a kanaka maoli. I'm a

sovereign individual. And if you're born here in
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Hawaii, you're Hawaiian. I'm a kanaka maoli, but
you born here in Hawaii, you're Hawaiian. You born
in Alaska, you're Alaskan; California, you're
Californian.

I work for one big construction company, and
I see these people talking about their water. And
we waste water, drinkable water by the thousands of
gallons a day, thousands of gallons a day. Every
day we shooting water on the dirt and the sand. And
where I working, get people that live in luxury
homes. All their pools -- everybody get pools.
About 90 percent of them don't even -- they're not
even in their houses. So all their pools they fill
up with the drinkable water, then they pollute them
with chlorine. And nobody home. You know what I
mean? That's all this water you guys wasting out
there.

Like the farther you stay from the mountain,
the better water you get. The closer you stay to
the mountain, the worse water. That's what the

water you guys giving the people here. That's

including me. It's my “aina. I live -- I born and

lived all my life here. And I just watch all this
going on. That's your guys' job. I mean, we the

people make the government, but we the people scared
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of the government because you guys say you gonna
look over this. Two ways, just get one copy of this
CD or tape, whatever is going on right now, I mean,
there is nobody that's with this project. Everybody
is against. So if anything should pass, gonna pass
through you guys, not the people, because the people
speaking. They no like this.

That's pretty much what I just -- that' just
the truth. Everybody speaking here is from the
truth, and that's your guys' job. That's what we

give you this job for. Thank you.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, David.

Peter Capriotti, followed by our last

testifier, Jocelynn Perreira.

MR. CAPRIOTTI: Aloha. Thanks for involving the community

in this process. My name is Peter Capriotti, and
I've been involved with the community here for over
30 years. And I think we were talking about this
subject of water -- Upcountry water being sent to
central Maui probably 25 years ago. I think we
brought that up back then, and, you know, over the
vears I've watched quality of water really
deteriorate in every way.

The other important indication is the reef.

You see the reef is dying. And if you're used to
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seeing it 30 years ago and what it is now, you have
to go way out to really see that. Now, I think
somebody has already talked about statistics and
cancer risk and fertilization, sterilization, all
this stuff, so we know for years -- I mean probably
40 years ago I talked to someone in Hawaii before I
even came here and they were talking about how the
plastic -- how they were trying to develop a way to
deal with the plastic in the earth, and, you know,
the effects of this. So this is not a new subject
really.

But, you know, lack of understanding has let
this get to push -- push has come to shove here. We
need development, but we also need clean water,
sustainable water. The water now I believe is
harmful to pets and farm animals. You know, I know
that there's still asbestos in the lines on my
street, Kauhikoa. I know a couple of people who
have died of stomach cancer there. I know I don't
trust the water, but I grew up in -- part of the
time I grew up in Louisiana where we never have
trusted the water.

But, you know, it's to the point now where
you talk to the pharmacist and everybody's got this

Upcountry itch. I think it comes out a little
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different in a lot of people. This is very
uncomfortable, because one of the things everybody
looks forward to at the end of the day is getting
clean. Now, buying bottled water and so forth, or
boiling water, you know, all this is of course, you
know, very expensive, but when you can't take a --
when you can't wash yourself without getting this
itch or affected by this, this is a very serious
problem here.

I know that we need economy. We need
development. Mauil's going to grow. We're not going
to say, hey, we're communists, no more people come
here to Maui. You know, this is America. So I
believe there is a solution to this. We have to
develop water. I think we have to think about the
people Upcountry first, because this is really where
the water is coming from. This is where the water
is. And so many things have been taken away from
our community that it seems like everything is done
for tourism and nothing is really -- Upcountry is
neglected, folks. Don't you feel like we've been a
little neglected here on many, many issues? I
believe that there is a solution, though, and, you
know, the people who want water meters -- you know,

I mean, we could have a desalinization plant and we
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could have all the water we want. It's expensive,
but so are we, so is the quality of life.

So maybe the people coming that want these
water meters, these developers will find a way of
developing other waters, like desalinization or some
other way of doing it. I know it's expensive, but
then again, we're all in the same boat here together

and we all have to share this water. Thank you.

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Peter. Our last testifier

tonight is Jocelynn Perreira.

PERREIRA: Good evening, Council Members, Mr. Tengan,

and Staff. Water is life. Water is our valuable
resource. It is at the top of the list of community
values. It is identified in a County economic
development plan that was put together in 1999 as
the County's number one issue. I'm speaking now as
the Tri-Isle Main Street Program Coordinator.

Every Main Street survey that we have
conducted in the small towns in this particular area
Upcountry and East Maul has identified water as a
key community value. If we do not identify and
support these values, how can we value our
community? It must be shared wisely. ©Not all of
our families will continue to reside in this eastern

and Upcountry end. Therefore, we must consider
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where our extended families need to go for
affordable housing, and thus must be able to share
to some degree.

However, residents must be considered a
priority in this area for safe drinking water,
affordable water, water meters for homes, and
availability of water year round. We need a
comprehensive water management plan with adequate
storage and fair distribution that is affordable,
especially to the area that has nurtured this
important resource.

Council Members, Mr. Tengan, and Staff, thank
you for coming to listen, because 1 personally
believe you do care and are wise enough to listen,
tough enough to act. Each one here cares about our
igland home. What really counts is to do what's
right, not to try to determine who's right. Water
will ultimately determine our island's future. We
trust that you respect the will of the people and
will do the right thing.

On a personal note, as Jocelynn Perreira,
citizen of Maui County, I would like to say briefly
my family and other Portuguese families have worked
lifelong for generations to build the Maui that

everyone has come to know and love. From Upcountry
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Kula, Pukalani, Makawao, Kokomo, Haiku, Kuau, and
Paia, they have worked the land, they have designed
the irrigation systems. On behalf of my ancestors
and the ancestors of the multi-cultural community
that has come here and the new citizens, the
wonderful new transplants that have come and adopted
the island as their home, I thank you for your due
diligence, fairness and respect. Aloha.

. . .END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you, Jocelynn.

We're coming into 9:00 o'clock, so we're
going to adjourn the meeting without deliberation,
but I promise you that the members here have heard
how you feel. We will be bringing this item up and
discussing it. And I will make it a point to let
your community know when we're bringing this up on
our agenda. And unfortunately, it will have to be
during the day because of the time constraints we
have coming up to the budget. But we will also let
you know when it will be playing on Akaku so that
you can, you know, sit at home at night and see what
happened, okay?

So we really appreciate all of you coming
out. The Council does care how you feel. All of

these members have been in meetings since 9:00
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o'clock this morning. They didn't have to come
here. So thank you very much. We really appreciate
all of you coming out.

COUNCTIIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT: ANDERSON,
CARROLL, MOLINA, PONTANILLA, AND TAVARES)
ACTION: DEFER.

CHATIR ANDERSON: This meeting of the Water Resources
Committee is adjourned. (Gavel).

ADJOURN: 9:05 p.m.
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